
Lake maps are available at marinas, the Smith Mountain 
Lake Visitors' Center, and the Smith Mountain Lake 
Association office. They are well worth the price. 
Take alook at amap before boarding your vessel. 
Note the location of your home dock or ramp and your 
destination(s) on the lake. Don't forget to take the map 
with you on your boat. If you know where your original 
position, destination, and dock are with respect to the 
navigational markers, you should never get lost. 

@	 Navigational (lateral) markers are color, letter and number 
coded: 'NOTE: other designations do exist... consultyour map 

R=Roanoke River
 
C= Craddock Creek
 
B=Blackwater River
 

@ Marker numoers start at the dam or the 
tributary mouth and increase as you go 
upstream (away from the dam). 

@	 RED, even-numbered, triangular 
markers will be to your right when 
proceeding upstream, away from the dam. 

@ GREEN, odd-numbered, square markers 
will be on your left when proceeding 
upstream, away from the dam. R7 

@	 Navigational markers have red or green 
flashing lights at night which correspond 
to their marker color. The entrance to 
each major trloutary is marked with awhite 
flashing light, as are several shoal markers. 

@	 Consult your map and stay away from the shoal markers. 
Do not go between amarker and the shore. 

@	 You'll also find white cylindrical buoys that offer information 
about swimming, shoals, and no-wake areas. 
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This brochure was prepared and funded by the SML Water Safety Council and the following organizations in January 2009: 
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