
Aproperly maintained lawn
 
looks beautiful and helps protect
 

the water quality of Smith Mountain Lake
 
When is the best time to fertilize your lawn? 
Most lawns in tills area have cool grasses. These grasses 
reap numerous benefits from Fall fertilization. Benefits 
include: 

•	 Less Spring mowing 
•	 Better color 
•	 Less weed problems 
•	 Develops better drought tolerance 
•	 Less subject to diseases 
•	 Develops a deeper root system 

Can poorfertilization practices harm the water 
quality ofSmith Mountain Lake? 
Absolutely. 

•	 Too much fertilization, or fertilizer applied at in­
appropriate times contributes to water contami­
nation. 

•	 Groundwater runoff carries nitrogen and phos­
phorus to the lake water. This may cause: 

•	 Excessive algae growth 
•	 Depletion of the water's oxygen supply 
•	 Suffocation of aquatic life 

How can you be certain ofthe bestfertilization 
methodfor your lawn? 

HAVE YOUR SOIL TESTED 
Soil testing kits are available at local extension service 
offices. The results will prOVide you with a soil test report 
that includes the appropriate fertilizer and lime recomme 
clations for your lawn. 



Are there fertilizers that are more 
appropriate for lawns bordering a lake? 
Yes. Slow-release fertilizers are less likely to allow 
nitrates to wash through the soil into the groundwater 
and then into the lake. 

Is liming necessaryfor lawns? 
The soils in Virginia are typically acid, thus it may be 
necessary to lime lawns on occasion. This is typically 
best done in the Spring. 

At what height shouldgrass be mown? 
Most lawns in this area benefit from mowing at a 
2 12" to 3" height. This produces lawns that are more 
resistant to drought and disease 

Should grass clippings be left on the lawn? 
Yes, they add nutrients to the soil and lessen the need 
for commercial fertilization. This also reduces the 
runoff. 

You can achieve a Stronger. Thicker, 
Healthier lawn and help protect the Water 
Quality of the Lake by using appropriate 

fertilization methods. 

Step 1: Have your soil tested.
 
Step 2: Follow the recommendations.
 

To request a soil test kit and additional information, 
please contact your local extension service: 

Bedford County (540) 586-7675 
Franklin County (540) 483-5161 
Pittsylvania County (434) 432-7765 

Additional Resources: 
www.ProtectSML.com 
www.chesapeakeclub.orglnyard.htm 

Tri-County Lake Administrative Commission 
(540) 721-4400 


