
Help Protect the
 
"Jewel ofthe Blue Ridge"
 
Smith Mountain lake
 

Aquatic nuisance (non-native) species can be 
introduced to a lake in many ways. One of the 
most common ways is on a boat or personal 
watercraft. 

When introduced to a body of water, 
nuisance species can cause negative 
impacts, which include: 

• Reduce fish populations 
• Ruin boat engines and harm steering 

equipment 
• Make lakes unusable by boaters and 

SWImmers 
• Reduce native species 
• Degrade ecosystems 
• Affect human health 
• Reduce property values 

A few examples of invasive nuisance 
species are: 

• Eurasian water-milfoil 

• Zebra Mussel 

• 

• Hydrilla 

With your help, we can stop the 
introduction of nuisance species into 
Smith Mountain Lake. 

The following guidelines will help you protect 
your vessels from introducing nuisance species 
to Smith Mountain Lake or to other bodies of 
water. 

Before leaving a body of water: 
• Inspect your equipment 
• Remove visible plants and animals 
• Drain water from equipment (motor, 

livewell, bilge and transom wells) 
on land 

• Clean equipment (boats, pwcs, lines, 
anchors). Wash and dry boat, trailer, 
downriggers and other boating equipment 
to kill nuisance species not visible at the 
boat launch. 

Cleaning Specifics: 
• Rinse boat and equipment with hot water 
«400 Cor 1040 F) ­

• Spray with high pressure water or dry for 
5 days 

Additional guidelines for cleaning boats and
 
PWCs are available by contacting the
 

Tri-County Lake Administrative Commission at
 
(540) 721-4400
 

Email: ProtectSML@aol.com.
 


