


Aquatic Nuisance \/egetation

What is Aquatic Nuisance (non-native) Vegetation?

They are aquatic plants that are not native (occur
naturally) to a body of water. They are also known as
exotic or non-indigenous plants. Some nuisance aquatic
plants are invasive and generally exhibit rapid growth,
maturity and spread rampantly.

How could aquatic nuisance vegetation harm Smith
Mountain Lake?

* Damage boat engines and jam steering equipment.

» Make areas unusable by boaters and swimmers.

+ Displace the native plant species and disrupt the
ecosystem processes.

Has any aquatic nuisance vegelation been found in
Smith Mountain Lake?

Yes, in 2002 and 2003, the Tri-County Lake
Administrative Commission (TLAC) hired contractors
to survey Smith Mountain Lake. Through these surveys,
several types of nuisance (non-native) plants were
identified. They included brittle naiad, curly leaf
pondweed, and Brazilian elodea.
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How does aquatic nuisance vegetation get into
Smith Mountain Lake?

Non-native aquatic vegetation has been
introduced into SML by people, generally by accident.
Most often, vegetation is carried from one body of
water to another by boats and personal watercraft.
Also, people sometimes put plants (often non-native)
from aquariums into lakes.

How can we prevent additional aquatic nuisance
vegetation from being introduced into Smith
Mountain Lake?

+ Clean and dry any boat, trailer and fishing equip-

ment, etc., that was used at another body of
water, before boating in SML.

o Never release plants, including contents from an
aquarium, into the lake.

Learn how you can help
keep Smith Mountain |
Lake healthy...for your
enjoyment and those of
future generations.

www.protectsml.com




